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The importance of acquiring and developing writing skills cannot be 
overestimated. There is a wide range of writing tasks given to students at an advanced 
level. They include narrative and discursive writing, report writing, formal and 
informal letter writing, information sheets, leaflets and advertisements. 
The most effective learning of writing skills takes place if students are given 
writing tasks close to out-of-class life. The students should know the purpose of their 
writing and who their potential audience/readers can be. A student should be aware of 
the fact that there is a close relationship between the intended audience and the layout 
and vocabulary of the written text. For this purpose a teacher can give students 
example texts or ask to find them and analyse before or during brainstorming activity. 
A teacher should also encourage students to think about what they are going to write 
by planning the content and in what sequence it will be presented on paper. 
There are different ways of doing it including brainstorming activity when 
students are asked to generate ideas and discuss them. Generating ideas for different 
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kinds of writing is an inseparable part of a writing process. To make it more 
productive a teacher can use a number of techniques including both individual and 
group work.  
One of the techniques represents a collaborative model of working in groups 
when the students are asked  to share their ideas on the topic without preparation. For 
example, while personal achievements and ambitions the students may be asked to 
name several factors that make a person happy. The discussion will give impetus to 
more substantial ideas and opinions which can result in writing an essay about the 
learners’ own ideas of perfect happiness. 
When discussing the theme of shopping and advertising the students are asked 
to write an advertisement of some product. At the preparatory stage they can talk and 
make notes about what they are going to advertise and how it should be done to 
attract potential customers. 
One more technique is the so-called “pyramid planning” suggested by  
T. Hedge. It combines individual, pair and group work done step by step. First 
students think about the topic individually, then they discuss it in pairs and later in 
groups. For example, students are asked to write a composition about how to achieve 
success in life and career success, in particular. 
First, they find the texts about some successful people (celebrities, politicians 
or historical personalities) and think about his/her key to success in life. In the class 
students are put in pairs and discuss what qualities and circumstances can help a 
person to become successful and what issues should be included in the essay. After 
they have talked it over the students and divided into groups where each member 
comes from a different pair. In such a way, each student has a chance to express 
his/her opinion on the topic. As a result, ideas and opinions are shared among the 
greatest number of students and it gives impetus to further productive work in 
writing. 
Sometimes group discussion can be supplemented by selecting appropriate 
vocabulary and grammar that might be helpful for doing the writing task. For 
example, while preparing for writing publicity material such as advertisements and 
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information sheets, it is worth eliciting topic words and phrases, grammar patterns 
from sample advertisements by reading and commenting on them. 
Alongside with discussing and planning the contents of the writing task, 
making notes is an important visual way of getting prepared for it. A spidergram may 
be highly useful as it helps to organize the students’ thoughts develop them into sub-
topics and be beneficial for the final purpose. 
Brainstorming activity starts generating basic ideas connected with the main 
topic and extending them in any direction. For example, when studying the topic of 
pastimes and hobbies and getting prepared for the writing task the students may be 
asked to express their ideas on different forms of escapism, leisure activities popular 
among people. As a rule, students work in groups to create spidergrams, the 
discussion is combined with visual representation and it helps to stimulate creativity 
of the students. Sometimes it is possible to ask students to make up spidergrams 
individually and compare them to see what they have in common and what differs 
them. The result can be giving the task to write a composition on a number of topics, 
beginning with one’s favourite pastime or leisure activity and finishing with the issue 
of how various forms of entertainment may change over several decades.  
In case of discursive type of writing where different arguments should be 
considered it is useful to elicit ideas “for” and “against” and make appropriate notes. 
For example, the students are going to write a discursive essay on the role of 
technological advance in our everyday life and whether all changes have been for the 
better. While brainstorming the information the students can work individually or be 
divided into groups to generate and write down a list of “for” and “against” points. 
As a result, the notes concerning pros and cons of the topic can be presented on the 
blackboard, discussed and finally included in the essay. 
Another way of making up such a list is when it is done by the whole class 
and each student can write down his/her ideas on the board. What is important about 
these kinds of activities is that they make students think and provide them with ideas 
and vocabulary necessary to do the writing task. 
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To conclude, we have considered some possible ways of encouraging and 
motivating students to generate ideas helpful for their writing. 
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Принципи навчання видозмінюються, розвиваються та створюються 
нові за умов поширення сучасних засобів навчання. 
Організація навчання іншомовного аудіювання з використанням 
комп’ютерного засобу  повинна здійснюватися на основі дидактичних та 
методичних принципів [1, с. 48-52] з урахуванням спеціальних груп принципів, 
виділених нами. Такі принципи не претендують на абсолютну закінченість і 
передбачають подальший розвиток методології подібного навчання, а саме 
принципи які: 
  відносяться до цілей і змісту навчання аудіювання з використанням 
комп’ютерного засобу навчання; 
  відображають комплексний підхід до навчання аудіювання 
студентів; 
  розкривають особливості вдосконалення діяльності викладача під 
час організації диференційованого навчання англомовного аудіювання; 
  характеризують самостійну аудиторну навчально-пізнавальну 
